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i ‘as Creator intended. It is our
on 10 realize the presence of INNII'WA among us by
‘doing everything within our means so that we will again
live together, to nurture each other culturally and spiritually.
It is our intestion to provide a space and a safe environment
’ & i ; for IINNIIWA so that together we can again nurture our
The linnii Initiative ¢ land, our holy plants, and our animal relatives so that we can
i : both realize the Buffalo Ways for our future gencrations.
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Americn'a Northern Plains region has undergone

over a century of degradation. Despite this ongoing
degradation, the Rocky Mountain Front in the
traditional territory of Blackfeet People still offers

some of the last relatively intact habitats where deer, |
elk, grizzly bears and wolves still roam. Bison, an

2 lauﬂc species so imponm to North American
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Beginning in May 2010, members of the Blackfeet . ""m“"“ﬂ'ﬁm’w&;ﬂn&y
Confederacy held a series of transboundary dialogues 1 Priserve-an uﬁngnr o e

that brought Blackfeet people together to create a The
grassroots restoration vision. These elders and tribal
members held a traditional dialogue where they shared
relevant spiritual, cultural and political views and spoke
passionately about the return of ii-nii-wa, health of the
land, and well being of the Blackfeet people. Themes
discussed during these dialogues included:

a2 and'Alberta offers -one of the last : ;
s to restore and preserve all native g
wildlifeincluding a full complement of carnivores .

_ in a largely intact landscape.

2. Restore bison fo this spectacular landscape: Aftera

#; Connectedness: 125 year absence, it is possible to restore American

* Strengthening cultural, spiritual, ecological buffalo, which are central to the historical, cultural

connections with the land and wildlife. and ecological legacy of this region, conveying

* The importance of connecting youth to nature. multiple benefits to Blackfeet and. providing native
= 5 . peoples the opportunity to reconnect with a living
*) Healing the land: Nurturing the health of our e oy sl i

land. < bige &

%/ Healing the people: . £

. Helhlxyhndslﬂdtuhuhhypeoph
» Remmin‘btlenplmuuiﬂomf !



